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Fall Details of the Earth-

quakes, Mud-flo- w, Shower

of Ashes and Lava Stream,
lib, as seen by Eye-witness- es.
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about 20 feet wslo, but narrowing and continuing it.
self north ward. We walked round the southern end
ofthe gap and followed it up on the West r lee side.
Before loop wc oiute to another enlargement of the
fissure like the former, emitting hot air charged with
acid gjscs w hich drove us back. Sdll coutiuuing our
m;irclt on the West side of the fissure as close as the
hot gases would allow, we came in sight f a pretty
miniature cone, twit up most regularly of loose sco-

ria to the height of twelve feet, and located right over
the fissure. Is encloses a chimney crater of about VI
feet in diameter, with perpendicular sides, the depth
of which could not be ascertained. Hot gasses issued
ia abundance. On account of the exhalation of the .

latter we were obliged to crvss the chasm, on lite
bridge formed ly the cone, to the windward side,
along which we followed up steadily. .

The direction of this fissure was S. 6 degree W.
aud X. 0 degrees E. Tho Dr. traced it up tlie
mountain about three miles, wbon he was obliged
to desist, owing to the covered fires, smoke and
heat. In one place he came tip to a cataract or
lava coming down the precipitous side of tlie hill,
a height of at least 3(H) feet. ;

.

KlUura Cra'oT. (
.' 4

During the great commotion on Hawaii, tho
ancient crater of Kilauea has undergone changes,
a record or which will interest all who have ever
visited it. The "great earthquake" occurred at 4

P. M. on the 2d or April, which was followed by
another of nearly equal Torce at 12.30 on the
morning of the 4th, when the fires began to die
out aud tho lava in all the lakes iu it to subside,
till on Tuesday following there was no sign of fire
or smoke, showing intimate connection with the
Kahuku eruption. -

Prior to the 4th, it had been unusually active,
and the entire western lalf of .the crater is rep-

resented as having been in commotion some ac-

counts state that it was a mass of tn lava,
which has not been the case since May, 1840. ".On
the 4th, the lava began to be withdrawn, and tlie

portion which had been in recent action eulided.
so that it is now three or four hundred fcftt lower
than it was a month before. From the volcano

house one would not readily observe the "extent of
this subsidence, but on going down into the part
that has sunken, tlie extent of the cliango is no-

ticed. Tho old south lake is now a holloVv pit
five hundred feet deep, with a single large cone

at the bottom, 6urrounded with black lava rocks,
but showing no fire or smoke. Tlie result
of the earthquake was to completely extin-

guish the fires in the crater, at least for a few

davs. . ...
Tlie iollowiug from Mr.-Fornand- or letter will

be read with interest in this connection :

" At the crater of Kilauea the action of Thursday
hist was terrific. Mr. Porter (who had charge of the
Volcano House), arrived in Hilo Friday forenoon, and
reported that from 4 to 11 SO p. m., (the time when
he-left- there was a continued aeries f heavy
shocks, the earth opening and cracking in all direc-
tions. At the first heavy shock (I p. .), tlie crater
changed its entire appearance. The walls had tum-
bled in on the south aud southwest sides, and on tho
cast bide from the southeast sulphur banks to nearly
the place of descent from the Volcano House. The
banks of the south lake, including what was known
as the Cathedral, had caved in. and the lake was
some six times larger than before. A large chasm
hod opened in the neighborhood of the north lake,
near the look-o- ut house, running up into the woods,
and cutting off the Kau road entirely. Between o
and 6 p. m., fire was discovered to have broken out in
the old Kilauea crater, to the east of the volcano, and
at the same time the lava beds in tho volcano seemed
to have settled down about 100 feet, as if the volcano
had been tapped. Mr. Porter attempted to visit the
old crater, but was obliged to give it up on account
of the ch:isms and cracks continually opening and
barring the way. He got sufficiently near, however,
to ascertain that that old crater, which for ages has
been extinct, was now all aglow with buruing lava,
probably drawn off from the volcnuo. The shocks,
explosious, opening of new cracks and steainholes in
all directions, threatening to isolate the .Volcano
House, a large steam-bo- le right in the gravel path ia
front of the house, aud a chasm running all along the
fence nearly up to the stables, aud he, so to say,
visible grinding of the rocks to powdar by the cou-tiuu-ed

action of the earthquake, admonished Mr.
Porter that it was about time to leave for Hilo, and he
left." ,

In older to make this subject clear, it should
be etated that there are three craters et Kilauea

the large one, which all travelers visit ; second,
"old Kilauea,' which is directly east ofthe large
crater and connected with it by a narrow isthmus ;

and the third is " Kilauea iki," or little Kiiatica,
southeast of the large crater and connected with
the farther or south sulphur banks by a similar
isthmus. This latter is seldom visited, as it Ik on
the lee side or tlie crater aud not so accessible.
The " old crater " is the one referred to. Until
the late eruption it was covered with trees, d.inse
shrubbery and grass, and probably liad not before
been tlie scene of an active eruption for a century
at least. - i

From tho interesting account, published in the
Gazette, by Dr. Win. Ilillebrand, we extract the
following rekiting to tlie crater of Kilauea: .,' "

" Allow me to relate what I lcarut from Jxaina,
who has resided near the volcano without interrupt iou
for the last five months, and whose strong nerves sus-

tained h m during the fearful catastrophe introduced
by the earthquake of April 2L Ue and the China-
man who keeps the house, were the only persons who
remained at Kilauea. He says that for two months
preceding the first shock, vix., from Jan. 20 to March
;'., the crater had becu unusually active ; eight lakes
lacing iu coustaut ebullition, and frequently overflow-

ing. During all this time, (the date of its first ap-
pearance could not be ascertained exactly) there was
in fhe northwest corner a " blow-bole- ," from which,
at regular intervals, of a minute or less, with a roar,
ing noise, large masses of vnpor were thrown off, as
from a steam engine. This ceased about the 17th of
March. At the same time the activity of the lakes
tteeame greatly increased, and Kaina anticipated mis-
chief. Two days later. Air. Fornander found the bot-
tom of the crater overflowed with fresh lava and in-

candescent.
"Thursday, April 2d, at a few minutes past tbur,

p. M-- , the big earthquake occurred, which caused the
ground around Kilauea to rock like a ship at sea.
At that moment, there commenced fearful detonations
in the crater, large quantities of lava were thrown
up to a great height ; portions of the wall tumbled
in. This extraordinary commotion, accompanied

; with unearthly noise nnd ceaseless swaying of the
f1VUI1U, ITHIVIUUVTJ ... ..a 1 . . . j .... k'u.iuj aa.ut,
April 5th, but from the first, thefirt began to reetdt.
Ou Thursday night, it was already confined to the
regular lakes ; on S iturday night, it only remained
;.. tlin .Trent ninth l:tkp. mid on Sun.fav irlit. them

! was noiie at all ; Pclc had left Kilauea. The noises
I now lccamc weaker, and were seperated by longer
j iutcrvals. By Tuesday, quiet reigned in Kilauea.
! (Iu that afternoon the lava burst out at a distance of

forty miles, southwest, in Kahuku. ,

fhe great South lake is transformed into' a vast
pit, more than oOO feet deep, the solid eastern wal
projecting far over the hollow below, while the re-
maining sides are falling off with A sharp inclination,
and consist of a confused mass of sharp aa. More
than two-thir- ds of the old floor of Kilauea has caved
in, and sunk from 100 to S00 feet leIow the level of
tlie remaining floor. The depression embraces the
whole western half, aud infringes in a semicircular
line oa a considerable portiou of tlie other half. It is
greatest in the northern, and rather gradual and gen-
tle in its southern portion. Entering upon the de-

pressed floor from the sjuthern lake, it was sume

For vmclusinn, see Fourjk Page.
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